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A n  A ct to  e s t a b l is h  th e  B o ts w a n a  N a t io n a l S p o r ts  C o u n c il  
a n d  to  p r o v id e  fo r  i t s  m e m b e r s h ip ,  p o w e r s ,  fu n c t io n s  a n d  
d u t ie s ,  a n d  fo r  m a t te r s  in c id e n ta l  th e r e to  a n d  c o n n e c te d  
th e r e w ith
Date o f  Assent: 5.8.75
Date o f Commencement: O n  Notice.
E N A C T E D  by the P a r l ia m e n t  o f  Botswana.

1. This Act m ay be cited as the Botswana N ationa l  Sports Council  Short title
Act, 1975, and  shall com e into o pera t ion  on such d a te  as the M in is te r  and com' 
m ay by notice pub lished  in the G azette ,  appo in t .  11 LnLLmen

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, —  inter-

' ‘A ppeals  B o a rd ” m eans the Appeals Board  established u n d e r  P'ttatlon
section 6:
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“ c o n s titu tio n ” m eans the co n stitu tio n  of the C ouncil as set ou t
in  the S ch ed u le ;

“ C o u n c il” m eans the B otsw ana N a tio n a l Sports C ouncil estab lished  
u n d e r section 3;

“ m e m b e r” m eans a m em b er of the C ouncil.

3. ( 1) T h e re  is h ereb y  estab lished  a C ouncil, called  the B otsw ana 
N a tio n a l Sports C ouncil, the m em b ersh ip  an d  con stitu tio n  o f w hich  
shall be as set ou t in the S chedule .

(2) T h e  objects of the  C ouncil shall be to encourage , p ro m o te  an d  
d irec t the  d ev e lo p m en t of spo rt in B otsw ana an d  the  p a rtic ip a tio n  of 
B o tsw ana in  in te rn a tio n a l co m p e titio n  in acco rd an ce  w ith  n a tio n a l 
po licy  an d  the p u b lic  in terest.

(3) T h e  C ouncil shall be a body co rp o ra te  w ith  a com m on  seal 
w ith  pow er to sue an d  be sued in its co rp o ra te  nam e  a n d , sub jec t to 
the provisions o f this A ct, shall be cap ab le  o f p e rfo rm in g  all such  acts 
as a body  co rp o ra te  m ay, by law , perfo rm .

4. (1) A ny body of persons cla im ing  to rep resen t the m ajo rity  
o f clubs, associations or in d iv idua ls engaged  or in te rested  in any  
spo rt m ay app ly  to the C ouncil for m em bersh ip , and , sub jec t to the 
provisions of the co n stitu tion , the C ouncil m ay  elect such body  to  be 
a m em b er of the C ouncil.

(2) W henever the M in iste r is o f the op in ion  th a t it is in the pub lic  
in te rest th a t any  sport in B otsw ana should  be rep resen ted  on the 
C ouncil, he m ay, by notice pub lished  in the G aze tte , d irec t th a t such 
body  or bodies as a p p e a r  to h im  to reflect the m ajo rity  of clubs, 
associations or in d iv idua ls engaged  or in terested  in th a t spo rt shall 
becom e affiliated to  and  a m em ber of the C ouncil.

(3) O n  the m ak ing  of an  o rd e r against subsection  (2), the body  
specified th e re in  shall th e reu p o n  becom e a m em b er of the C ouncil 
an d  shall, in all respects, becom e sub jec t to and  b o und  by the 
co n stitu tio n .

(4) O n  the m ak ing  of an  o rd e r u n d e r subsection  (2), any  p ro ­
vision in the co n stitu tio n  of the body  concerned  p rec lu d in g  m e m b e r­
ship o f  the C ouncil or in any  w ay restric ting  the pow ers o f  the 
C ouncil shall th e reu p o n  becom e void and  o f no effect.

(5) O n  the m ak ing  of an o rd er u n d e r subsection  (2), the body 
co n cern ed  shall be the n a tio n a l an d  only recognized body for the 
sport concerned , an d  it shall no t be law ful for any  o th e r body , 
h av in g  the sam e, or su b stan tia lly  the sam e, objects, purposes and  
m em b ersh ip  to co n tin u e  in existence or to be form ed thereafter.

(6) O n  the m ak ing  of an o rd e r u n d e r subsection  (2), the M in is te r 
m ay  d irec t th a t any  club , association  o r group  of ind iv iduals form ed 
for the purposes o f the sport concerned  shall becom e m em bers o f  the 
body specified in the o rder.



(7) A ny person  w ho con travenes the provisions of an  o rd e r u n d e r 
subsection  (2) or a d irec tio n  u n d er subsection  (6j o f this section shall 
be gu ilty  of an offence and  liab le  to a fine of R 500 and  to im p riso n ­
m en t for 6 m onths.

5. (1) N o m em b er of the C ouncil shall, w ith o u t the consen t o f  the  Foreign tours 
C ouncil, p e rm it any  team  or g roup  of ind iv iduals to to u r or in an y
w ay p a rtic ip a te  in any  spo rt ou tside B otsw ana.

(2) No team  or g ro u p  of ind iv iduals shall, w ith o u t the consent 
o f the C ouncil, to u r or in any  w ay p a r tic ip a te  in any  sport w h e th e r 
w ith in  or ou tside B otsw ana and , w hile so to u rin g  or p a rtic ip a tin g , 
describe them selves, or p e rm it them selves to be described , as a 
n a tio n a l team  or in any  way rep resen tin g  B otsw ana.

(3) No m em ber of the C ouncil shall, w ith o u t the consent o f the 
C ouncil, ex tend  an  in v ita tio n  to any team  or g roup  of in d iv id u a ls  
from  ou tside B otsw ana to tou r or in any  w ay p a rtic ip a te  in any  
sport w ith in  B otsw ana.

6. (1 ) T h ere  shall be an  A ppeals B oard  w hich shall consist of 4 Appeals 

m em bers ap p o in te d  by the A linister, to g e th er w ith  one fu r th e r  Boarcl 
m em ber, s im ilarly  ap p o in ted , for the pu rpose  of h ea rin g  any  ap p ea l
w ho shall be so ap p o in ted  by reason of his know ledge an d  experience  
of the spo rt from  w hich  the ap p ea l arises.

(2) An ap p ea l shall lie to the A ppeals B oard  in any  d ispu te  w ith in  
a m em ber o f the C ouncil n o tw ith s tan d in g  th a t the co n stitu tio n  of 
such m em b er m ay no t p e rm it such an  appeal.

( 3) A ny p a rty  aggrieved  by a decision of the A ppeals B oard  on an  
ap p ea l lodged w ith  it u n d e r subsection  (2) m ay ap p ea l to the 
M in ister w hose decision shall be final an d  shall no t be questioned  
in any  court.

7. (1) T h e  M in is te r m ay m ake regu la tions for the b e tte r  carry ing . Regulations 
ou t of the objects an d  purposes of this A ct, and , w ith o u t p re ju d ice  to
the g en era lity  of the foregoing, m ay m ake regu la tions —

(a) req u ir in g  d ispu tes in any spo rt to be su b m itted  to the A ppeals 
B o a rd ;

(b) p rescrib in g  the form  and  p ro ced u re  to be follow ed in any  
ap p ea l to the A ppeals B o ard ;

(c) p ro v id in g  for the en fo rcem en t o f an y  decision o f the A ppeals 
B o a rd ;

(d) p resc rib in g  the cond itions sub jec t to w hich  foreign tours 
m ay be m ade by m em bers or team s or g roups o f in d iv idua ls 
rep re sen tin g  m em b ers;

(e) p resc rib in g  the cond itions u n d e r w hich  team s o r g roups of 
ind iv id u a ls  form ed by m em bers m ay m ake foreign tours 
describ ing  them selves as n a tio n a l team s or rep resen tin g  
B o tsw a n a ;
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if) p resc rib in g  the cond itions u n d e r w hich, and  the p ro ced u re  
to be follow ed w here, financia l assistance is g ran ted  to a 
m em b er o f the C ouncil.

(2) R eg u la tio n s m ade u n d e r subsection  (1) m ay ap p ly  genera lly  
to sp o rt in B otsw ana or m ay app ly  to any in d iv id u a l sport.

8. T h e  M in is te r m ay, by notice p u b lished  in the G aze tte , a t 
the request o f the C ouncil, am en d  the S ch ed u le :

P rov ided  th a t the M in iste r shall first satisfy h im self th a t the 
re q u ire m e n ts  o f  the  co n stitu tio n  reg a rd in g  the am en d m en t 
th e reo f have  been com plied  w ith .

SCH ED U LE 
C O N S T IT U T IO N  

of the
BOTSW ANA N A TIO N A L SPO R TS C O U N C IL  

A R T IC L E  I
The name of the Council shall be the “ Botswana National Sports 

Council” (hereinafter referred to as “ the Council” ).

A R T IC L E  II
The H eadquarters of the Council shall be at the National Sports Centre, 

Gaborone.

A R T IC L E  III
The functions of the Council shall be to —
(a) act as the supreme sports body in Botswana in accordance with, 

and subject to, the policy as laid down from time to time by the 
M inister responsible for sports and recreation;

(b) ensure that there are created properly constituted national sports 
associations or organizations through which the various sports 
in Botswana are co-ordinated, organized and controlled in an 
efficient and orderly m anner;

(c) build, manage and m aintain sports centres, stadia and facilities;
(d) administer, through local committees appointed by the Council of 

N ational Sports, centres and stadia and other sports grounds or 
facilities which may be placed under the jurisdiction of the Council 
and to take all practical steps to develop and improve existing 
centres, stadia and facilities;

(e) act as the official representative of the sporting public in Botswana;
(/) act as arbiter in any dispute within its members and generally to

ensure discipline within national sports associations and organ­
izations and to take such action and to impose such penalties as 
it may deem appropriate in any case ;



lg) encourage and give financial and other assistance to national 
sports associations and organizations to enable them to organize 
such tournam ents, matches and competitions as they may consider 
necessary for the promotion of their sports;

(/() offer assistance and facilities to any sports body seeking to achieve 
national sta tu s;

(i) assist in whatever m anner possible, on the recom m endation of a- 
national sports association or organization, any team or individual 
representing Botswana in international competition, whether in 
Botswana or a b ro a d ;

(J) encourage and assist national sports associations and organizations 
to bring visiting teams and individuals to Botswana for the purpose 
of raising standards in sport in Botswana;

(k) obtain funds for the promotion of its aims and functions;
[l) encourage national sports associations and organizations to affiliate 

to international sports organizations and to take part in international 
com petitions;

frn) ensure that the constitutions of all sports associations and organ­
izations are in harmony with the Council’s Constitution and with 
the constitutions of relevant international bodies;

in) arrange for visits by coaches and trainers to educate people in 
sports subjects and skills;

i'o', make such bye-laws and regulations as are necessary to further the 
aims and objects of the Council ;

ip) do all such other lawful acts as may be necessary or expedient to 
further the objects and functions of the Council.

A R T IC L E  IV
1. M embership of the Council shall consist of —
[a) such bodies as the M inister may, in exercise of his powers under 

section 4 (1) of the Botswana National Sports Council Act, 1975, 
order to be members;

(b) such other bodies as apply to the Council for membership and are 
duly elected as members of the Council.

2. O n the making of an order under section 4 (1) of the Act, the body 
concerned shall be liable to such membership fee as the Council may, with 
the approval of the Minister, determine.

3. .Members elected under paragraph 1 (b) of this Article shall be 
liable to such membership fee as the Council may, with the approval of the 
Minister, determ ine.

4. : 1) Every m ember shall pay such annual subscription as the Council 
may determine, which subscription shall be due and payable by 31st 
January' in each year.

(2) The Secretary' of the Council shall report to the next meeting of the 
Council held after 31st M arch in each year the names of all members 
whose subscriptions remain unpaid as at 31st M arch and the Council 
shall take such action as may be considered desirable, and until such

M em bership
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subscription is paid the member in default shall neither be heard nor vote 
at any meeting of the Council.

(3) Any association or organization whose membership ceases for any 
reason may resume membership on paym ent of all arrears of subscription.

A R T IC L E  V
1. The governing body of the Council shall consist of the following —
(a) a Chairm an, appointed by the M inister;
(b) a Vice-Chairm an, elected by the Executive body from among its 

m em bers;
(r) a Secretary and a Treasurer, elected in the same way as the Vice- 

C hairm an ;
(d) the officer responsible for physical education in the Ministry of 

Education, or such other person as the M inister of Education may 
nom inate; and

(e) two representatives of each m ember associatipn or organization 
appointed by the M inister from amongst those he considers best 
qualified to represent the sport in question:

Provided that no more than one office-bearer shall be elected 
from any one national sports association or organization.

2. The Council may co-opt additional members as it may from time to 
time deem necessary or expedient ; no such co-opted member, while having 
the right to speak, shall have a vote on any matter.

3. The governing body of the Council shall, subject to the directions of 
the M inister, have ultim ate authority on all matters relating to sport in 
Botswana and shall follow the policy as laid down by the M inister from time 
to time, and, in particular, the governing body shall —

(a) haye the power-to appoint from its members such sub-committees 
as may from time to tim e'be necessary and to delegate to such com­
mittees such authorities and r powers as may be necessary ; and

(b) have power to borrow funds for the promotion of the aims and 
objects of the Council.

A R T IC L E  VI
1. The Annual General M eeting of the Council shall be held in M arch 

in each year on a date to be selected by the Council.
2. Meetings of the Council shall be held at such place as the Chairm an 

may deem necessary.
3. The C hairm an may at any time call a special meeting of the Council.
4. The Chairm an shall call a special meeting of the Council on the 

requisition in writing of not less than one-half of its members for the con­
sideration of such business as shall be specified in the requisition.

5. (1) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (2), not less than 14 
days’ notice shall be given of every meeting of the Council and such notice 
shall indicate the nature of the business to be considered at the meeting.

(2) N otwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (1), the Chairm an 
may, in a m atter of urgency, direct that a meeting be convened on 72 
hours’ notice being given.



(3) Accidental omission to give notice of any meeting to any member, 
or the non-receipt of such notice by any member, shall not invalidate 
the business conducted at any meeting.

(4 ; In the case of the Annual General Meeting, a notice of such meeting 
shall be accompanied by the agenda and the accounts.

(5) Any m ember who fails to attend 3 successive meetings of the Council 
w ithout the permission of the C hairm an shall cease to be a member.

(6) (a) A quorum  at any meeting shall be not less than two-thirds.
(b) If  a quorum  is not present within one hour of the time for which the 

meeting has been called, such meeting shall stand adjourned for 7 days and 
at such adjourned meeting 4 members shall constitute a quorum.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (b), in the event 
of the Chairm an declaring that the business for which the meeting is 
called is urgent, the period of 7 days shall be reduced to 6 hours.

(7) [a] Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (b), a vote shall be on 
a show of hands.

(b) A secret ballot shall be ordered by the Chairm an if dem anded by 
not less than 60% of the members present.

(8) The business to be conducted at the Annual General Meeting shall
be -

(a) an examination of the credentials of members present and a roll- 
call ;

ib) the adoption of the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
and a discussion of matters arising therefrom;

(c) the C hairm an’s report and discussion arising thereform:
id) a presentation of the Executive Com m ittee’s report and a discussion 

of matters arising therefrom ;
(e) a presentation of the T reasurer’s report, together with the audited 

accounts and balance sheets and discussions arising therefrom:
if) consideration of motions and amendments to the Constitution:
(g) consideration of applications for membership:
(h) the election of the Vice-Chairm an, Secretary and Treasurer; and
u; business not falling within the abovementioned headings but of

which not less than 21 days’ notice has been given.
A R T IC L E  V II

1. There shall be an Executive Committee, the membership of which Executive 
shall be the Chairm an, Vice-Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Com m ittee 
Education Officer responsible for physical education in the Ministry' of 
Education or any person substituted for him.

2. The pow'ers and duties of the Executive Committee shall be —
(« ) to manage or supervise the managem ent of national sports stadia and 

sports centres and to determine the terms and conditions under 
which the same may be used;

(Li to manage the day-to-day affairs of the Council and to observe such 
directives as may from time to time be given by the C ouncil;
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(c) to call the Annual General M eeting and such special meetings as 
may be required;

(d) to employ such staff as may be necessary, on such terms and con­
ditions as may be appropriate;

(e) to keep a register of all clubs, their colours, insignia, and the names 
and addresses of their offices.

3. The Executive Committee shall have power to delegate to the 
Chairm an any of its powers and duties under this Constitution in the case 
of emergency.

4. The Executive Committee shall meet not less than once a month and 
3 members thereof shall form a quorum .

A R T IC L E  V III
1. (a) All monies received by the Council shall, as soon as possible after 

such receipt, be paid into a bank account to be opened in the name of the 
Council.

lb) The Executive Committee shall cause proper books of account to be 
kept in respect of monies received and expended by the Council.

(c) Cheques shall be signed by any two of the following, that is to say, the 
Chairm an, the V ice-Chairm an, the Treasurer and the Secretary.

(d) The Council shall prepare or cause to be prepared in respect of each 
financial year a statem ent of accounts showing in all necessary detail the 
assets and liabilities (real or contingent), and the income and expenditure, 
of the Board.

(e; The accounts of the Council in respect of each financial year shall be 
audited by auditors appointed by the Council with the approval of the 
Minister, and the audited accounts and the auditor’s report shall be 
prepared and forwarded to the M inister within 4 months at the end of 
each financial year.

2. (a) In the event of any prosecution, action or suit at law being com­
menced against any of the office-bearers or any servant or agent of the 
Council for anything clone by him in the proper or reasonable discharge 
of his duty, such person shall be defended and indemnified by and at the 
cost of the Council from all damages, costs and expenses which may result 
from such prosecution, action or suit at law and the property and funds of 
the Council may be applied for such purpose.

(b) The Council shall be liable for its own debts only and any assistance 
granted to any person or body shall not render it liable for the debts of such 
person or body.

(c) The Council may employ legal practitioners and rem unerate them.

A R T IC L E  IX
Subject to the approval of the M inister, this constitution may be

am ended by Resoluton passed by a majority of two-thircls of the votes 
cast at a special meeting of which meeting not less than 2! days’ notice 
specifying the proposed am endm ent and the reasons therefor has been 
given.

Passed by the National Assembly this 24th day of July, 1975.
I.P. Gontse,

Clerk o f  the National Assembly.


